












�BOVE: It's 6:30 a.m., the end of a 20-hour-long potlatch, and the exhausted hosts, listed from left to right, Judy Ramos, Kai Monture, Maka Monture, Alison Breamner, Nirvana Ramos, 
:Jaine Abraham, and Mike Travis bid the guests farewell. Photo by Leslie Hsu Oh for First Alaskans. OPPOSITE PAGE: Nearly 2 a.m. the day of the ceremony, Abraham is reviewing every 

:etail of the agenda with her daughters Charmaine Ramos and Judy Ramos, and her grandchildren Nirvana Ramos, Melody Ramos Snedden, Kai Monture, and Maka Monture. Her dog, 

,'lishbone, is asleep beneath the binder. PHOTOS BY LESLIE HSU OH FOR I RRST ALASKANS. 

couch and collapse in her arms. 
She takes special interest in the ailing. Every time we drive past the 

Yakutat clinic where an ambulance light is flashing, Abraham cranes her 
neck against the car window trying to figure out who needs emergency 
care. 

"Kai, do you recognize the truck? I wonder who's in trouble?" she 
worries. 

Earlier, on the plane ride from Anchorage to Yakutat, her oldest child, 
Charmaine Ramos, confides in me that what she admires most about her 
mother is her ability to know how and when to do things. "She's like a 
homing pigeon," Ramos says as we hit an air pocket and she clings to the 
armrests of her airplane seat. "She's very smart. She has the courage to be 
the first at things. She has the courage to be different." 

George Ramos, Abraham's ex-husband, says that Abraham intimidated 
him even though they grew up together in Yakutat when there was only 
a population of 300. 

One afternoon decades ago, she waved to him while he was fishing on 
the banks of Situk River. Something about the way the sun shone on her 
hair gave him the courage to sweep her off her feet and dangle her over 
the river. "Are you a strong woman?" he had asked her. She responded by 
holding on tight. 

They married in 1953. Now, they are two of the five remaining fluent 
peakers of Yakutat Tlingit. Together, they had four children: Charmaine, 

George, Judith, and David. Abraham pushed them all to succeed in higher 
education. She proudly tells me, "We have about 15 degrees between my 
four kids and myself." Abraham earned an RN, bachelor of arts in Human 
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Resources Development, associate in arts in Anthropology of Northwest 
Coast Indians, and a master of arts in Teaching Multi-Ethnic Education. 
She is currently completing a PhD in natural health. 

Her grandchildren also excel in education and leadership. Charmaine 
Ramos' daughter, 31-year-old Nirvana, is currently working full-time with 
the City of Anchorage and is pursuing a finance degree. Judith Ramos' 
son, Kai Monture, is studying journalism and public communications 
at the University of Alaska Anchorage. He has won many awards, such 
as first place in the 2007 Young Native Writers Essay Contest and first 
place in UAA's 2009 Alaska Native Oratory Statewide Competition's 
Native Language and Oratory category. David Ramos' daughter, 29-year
old Melody Ramos Snedden, juggles a full-time job at the Alaska Native 
Heritage Center with online business management courses and raising 
four children. And yet, she always seems to have time to volunteer in her 
community. Judith Ramos' daughter, 18-year-old Maka Monture, former 
head of Yakutat's chapter of the Alaska Youth for Environmental Action, 
recently received the Gates Millennium Scholars 2011 Scholarship and 
is the first high school student to win first place in UAA's 2011 Alaska 
Native Oratory Statewide Competition's Oratory category. 

They have a continuously high-achieving grandma as a role model. 
This year, Abraham was inducted into the Alaska Women's Hall of Fame 
and honored as the 2010/2011 Professional Woman of the Year in Science 
by National Association of Professional Women. 

Charmaine Ramos told me that her mother used to begin each day 
with an announcement of whether she felt like an Elaine or an Elizabeth. 
Abraham's older sister by 11 years was named Elizabeth. "My sister 

77 












